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Council Snippets

August 2011
Changes to General Rate – A number of properties have had a significant increase in their rates this year because of a change in the way the Council’s general rate is calculated.  Council carried out a comprehensive review of this rate earlier in the year and decided to change the basis of the general rate as follows.

· the rate is now calculated on the capital value of the property rather than the land value as previously.
· Changes have been made to the differentials that apply to the general rate and there are now just 3 differentials, residential, commercial and rural, compared to the complex system of 9 differentials that previously applied.
These changes do not bring in additional funds for the Council; they just result in a different distribution of how much people pay.  The effect of the above changes on individual properties varies.  The rates for some properties have gone up and others have gone down.  There are not big changes for the majority of properties.  However the changes for a minority of properties are significant and Council acknowledges that.
Properties whose rates go up significantly are typically ones that have a high capital value relative to their land value.  Also the category of properties with the higher % increases, but not necessarily the highest dollar changes, tend to be those in the rural zone and under 10 hectares in area.  These smaller rural properties had relatively favourable differentials relative to the other property categories previously, and many also have high capital values relative to their land value.

The Council undertook a thorough review of the general rate between last December and April this year and there was extensive coverage in the media at the time.  Many submissions were received from the public and considered by the Council over four days of hearings.  At the end of this process the Council made decisions to change the basis of the general rate to what it considered to be the fairest approach and one that was more in line with many other councils.  Council recognised that there would be significant increases for a minority of properties, but the Council was of the view that the previous system was not as fair overall as the new approach.

Carterton Walking & Cycling Strategy – This Strategy has now been approved by Council following public consultation on the draft version during the first half of this year.  This strategy bears in mind government funding which may become available from the National Land Transport Fund, NZ Cycle Trail and other sources, as well as resources Council might provide through rating income.  Much however depends on support and initiatives from within the community.  The Strategy takes the form of a series of ‘Action Plans’, which outline what Council will do on particular issues.  Together, these will help fulfil the District Vision in Council’s Long Term Plan.
Citizenship Ceremony – Three Carterton District residents were welcomed as New Zealand citizens at a citizenship ceremony held in the council chambers on 27 July.  After taking the oath or affirmation of allegiance, the new citizens were presented with their citizenship certificate and a native plant by the Mayor and then invited to a luncheon with councillors.  Our new Kiwis are Hertha James from Canada, Andrew Wilson from England and Stefan Lanser from the Netherlands.

Rates Rebate – The new rates rebate form is now available.  The maximum rebate has increased from $570 to $580 for the 2011/12 financial year and the income threshold amount has increased from $22,340 to $23,340.  Many superannuitants and Work and Income beneficiaries, and some employed people on low incomes, will be entitled to a rebate.  Individuals or couples/joint homeowners, earning $23,340 (plus $500 for each dependant) or less qualify.  However, if your income exceeds this threshold you could still be entitled to a rebate.  Ratepayers need to apply each year within the applicable rating year as claims cannot be made for past rating years.  To apply, an application form must be completed.  Application forms are available from Council or can be downloaded from www.ratesrebates.govt.nz .
Civil Defence – As a result of a joint initiative between the Carterton, South Wairarapa, and Masterton District Councils, a new Wairarapa Civil Defence Emergency Management Office came into effect on 1 July 2011.  During significant emergency incidents or events, the Wairarapa Emergency Operations Centre will be responsible for co-ordinating the response of emergency services and agencies across the whole of the Wairarapa rather then separate arrangements for each council area.
Each local council will continue to maintain an Incident Management Team for smaller events and existing arrangements between individual councils and their respective contractors and agencies will remain in effect.
Water Meters – The end of year reading of water meters resulted in 337 invoices for usage over 300 cubic metres (300,000 litres) during a year.  Fifty of these properties either contacted us to check out whether they had a leak, or found a leak and had it repaired.
The following statistics show average water consumption per person.
Toilet 86 litres per day

Bathing & Hygiene 68 litres per day

Laundry 36 litres per day

Kitchen 32 litres day

Housekeeping 5 litres per day

More than 70% of indoor water use occurs in the bathroom and more than 20% occurs in the kitchen and laundry.

When filling swimming pools, avoid filling to the top to minimise wastage by water slopping over the top.

	Inefficient Use (Litres)
	Efficient Use (Litres)

	Shower
	Older Style Showerhead 8 minutes
	108 to 176
	Low Flow Showerhead 5 minutes
	45

	Brushing Teeth
	Tap Running
	9 to 22
	Wet Brush Rinse
	0.6

	Bath Tub
	Full Tub
	162
	Minimal Water Level
	10

	Shaving
	Tap Running
	22 to 67
	Tap off, quick rinse
	9

	Washing Dishes
	Tap Running
	112.5
	Tap off, while washing, sink half full with rinse bowl
	22

	Washing Hands/Face
	Tap Running
	9 to 13.5
	Tap off while washing
	2

	Washing Machine
	Older Style
	180
	Efficient
	112.5

	Toilet Flushing
	Old style tank
	22
	Ultra low flush toilet
	7.2

	Automatic Washing Machine
	Full Cycle
	112.5
	Short Cycle
	54
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