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Council Snippets

February 2012
Balloon Tragedy – The Mayor and Councillors extend their sincere condolences to the families and friends of the victims and record their grateful thanks to all those who assisted in dealing with any aspect of this very sad event. 
Charles Rooking Carter Civic Awards – Do you know of a deserving volunteer who should be acknowledged for their service to the Carterton community or a person, organisation or business that should be acknowledged for their outstanding national or international success?  If the answer is yes, then lodge a nomination for a Charles Rooking Carter Voluntary Community Service Award or an Achievers Award.  Nomination forms are available from the Council Office and close on 24 February 2012.

Carterton And Districts Returned And Services Memorial Trust Grants - Applications are currently being invited from residents of the Carterton District who require assistance to meet expenses related to their tertiary education.  Direct descendants of veterans and servicemen will be given preference.  Applications are available from the Council office and close on 24 February 2012.

SPARC Rural Travel Fund Grant – Applications are now being accepted from rural school teams and rural sports clubs located in the Carterton District.

If you are a rural school team or rural sports club in Carterton District with young people aged between 5-19 years who require subsidies to assist with transport expenses to local sporting competitions, then the SPARC Rural Travel Fund is for you.

Application forms can be obtained from the Council office or Council’s website.  Eligibility criteria and frequently asked questions (FAQs) are available on Council’s website.  Applications close 24 February 2012.
The Carterton Events Centre - Has been busy, busy, busy in recent weeks.  As well as other activities, the Masterton Courts have been using our facilities and we were the emergency response centre during the time of the balloon tragedy.  Our centre has really come into its own with it being so flexible and adaptable for the community and all the events that occur and are ongoing within Carterton.

We have a great team of voluntary staff – all from the community and they are just amazing on the counter, welcoming visitors and locals alike and assisting them with their enquiries.  They are trained up on our EFTPOS system and we are now selling tickets to a number of events via eftpos and cash or cheque.
We are still providing a service via the Wairarapa Community Law Centre who are on site the first Friday of every month between 11am and 2pm.  They also have a free information stand in the library area.
Arrow FM, the community radio station, will be transmitting from the library on the first Thursday of each month; so if you have ideas for a radio show then contact them in Masterton on 06 378 0255.
We have emails flying in looking at booking an event in the Events Centre – so if you or your organisation are interested in booking the facilities or spaces then either email Lorraine.Gittings@cdc.govt.nz  or phone us on 379 to organise a time to come in and view the spaces.
There are still fundraising bricks for the courtyard available; for further information please go to http://cartertonec.co.nz/fundraising-contribute.html 
Some up and coming events in Carterton are:
Linda O’Donnell is having an Art Expo opening on the 8th Feb at the centre.

The Twelfth Night at the Gladstone Vineyard, Thurs 9th, Fri 10th, Sat 11th February, tickets are $20.00.

Italian Day. Richmond Garden, Wakelin Street, 10am – 5pm Sunday 26th February tickets Adult $10. Under 14, $5.00.  Both available from the Info Centre. 

Cubs and Scouts are using the youth centre as well as the table tennis club.

Pilates are on Mondays at 6.30pm.

Toastmasters on Tues at 7.30pm

Yoga Class Start on Tues 21st Feb at 9.30am and 5pm.

Incredible years courses, ring Mandy on 06 370 0830.

Quit smoking courses available at the Event Centre. Call 0800 049 4246

Young Farmers Final. 10th March: Cost $25.00

Fiona Pears: 20th March.

Events Centre Colours – There has been some criticism about the exterior colours of the Events Centre building in Holloway Street and therefore we thought some explanations might be helpful.  Firstly, colour schemes are usually a matter of personal preference.  The colours on the building were chosen by colour consultants in conjunction with the architects, not by the Council.  The complex consists of several different buildings, both old and new, and of differing shapes and dimensions; hence they considered it much more appropriate to have different exterior colour schemes for each distinct part of the complex.

The parts of the building predominantly used by children have been painted in bright colours as young people prefer distinctive colours.  Hence the Plunket portion is purple, a colour often used by Plunket, and the youth centre is a vibrant green.  One young person described these colours as ‘happy colours’.  The historic library, which was built in 1881, has been re-painted in its original colour scheme.  This was determined from scraping back to the original layer of paint on the timber.  The remaining large building portion of the complex has been finished in more subtle colours as generally preferred by adults.

Reading of Water Meters - The six monthly reading of water meters has been completed.  You will have received an invoice if you have an outstanding amount owing from last year or you have consumed over 300 cubic metres since July 2011.  If your consumption seems very high, you may have a leak and should consider contacting a plumber to investigate and fix.  For further information please contact Sue Fleet on 379 4042.

Stolen Playground Equipment – 
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Have you seen our chipmunk?  He was stolen from the kiddies’ playground at Carrington Park on 5 January and the young children are missing him greatly and would like to have him back to play on.  If you know where we can find him, please contact the council so we can put him back where he belongs.
Hedges & Overhanging Branches – Council is receiving complaints of overhanging branches and hedges encroaching onto the footpath.  Residents are reminded to keep hedges and overhanging vegetation pruned back to their boundary.
www.cartertondc.co.nz
