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Council Snippets

July 2011
Carterton Events Centre – Work on this multi-purpose community building is proceeding on time and on budget and the building is scheduled to be open in October.  Nearly 600 people attended a successful public open day on 25 June where everyone appreciated being shown through the partly completed building in small groups.

In the meantime the library is continuing to operate out of the Masonic Lodge building in Holloway St before starting to shift back in to the refurbished historic library building at the end of September.
Rates Rebate – The new rates rebate form will be available from 20 July 2011.  The maximum rebate has increased from $570 to $580 for the 2011/12 financial year and the income threshold amount has increased from $22,340 to $23,340.  Many superannuitants and Work and Income beneficiaries, and some employed people on low incomes, will be entitled to a rebate.  Individuals or couples/joint homeowners, earning $23,340 (plus $500 for each dependant) or less qualify.  However, if your income exceeds this threshold you could still be entitled to a rebate.  Ratepayers need to apply each year within the applicable rating year.  Claims cannot be made for past rating years.  An application form must be completed.  Application forms are available from Council or can be downloaded from www.ratesrebates.govt.nz .
Dog Registration – A reminder that dog registration fees for the 2011/12 year are due to be paid by 1 July 2011 and must be paid by 1 August 2011 to avoid a 50% penalty charge.  Invoices to current dog owners were sent out in early June 2011.  Registration fees for the new financial year are as follows:

Urban – entire dogs
$82.00 per dog

Urban – spayed / neutered dogs 
$57.00 per dog

Rural – entire & neutered/spayed dogs (for the first two dogs)
$57.00 per dog
Rural – entire & neutered/spayed dogs – all remaining dogs
$31.00 per dog

For duly certified seeing eye or hearing dogs, a fee of 50 percent of those above applies.

Water Meter Invoices – The six monthly reading of water meters for the period 1 January to 30 June 2011 has been completed for residential properties.  If you have used over 300 cubic metres of water, you will have received an account for that extra usage.  It is possible this overuse is due to a leak.  It is your responsibility to get a plumber in to check and if required repair the leak.  Some people will have received an overdue water account.  If you are experiencing financial hardship, you need to contact Sue Fleet Rates and Revenue Officer on 06 379 4042 to discuss arrangements for payment.
Water Leaks - They Waste Our Water and Cost You Money – Council is becoming aware that some residents have now received their second invoice for high water usage with the amount owing increasing considerably.  Council is concerned that if this high usage is not addressed, the problem will become unmanageable and may cause financial hardship.  If you fall into this category, you are urged to either come in or contact Sue Fleet on 379 4042 to discuss options.  We recommend that you regularly monitor your water usage yourself so that you are aware of how much you are consuming.
Charles Rooking Carter Civic Awards – This year’s Charles Rooking Carter Civic Awards presentations were held on 2 June at the Carterton Memorial Club.

Community Service Awards were given to recipients to recognise their voluntary community services.  These are people in the Carterton district who, without fuss or fanfare, make things work within our community.  They are often the prime instigators behind much of the positive activity that is carried out on behalf of neighbours, friends, clubs, service and community organisations.  The following people were presented with an Award this year:

Bruce Arcus - For service to the Wairarapa A & P Society
Wayne Cooper - For service to the Carterton Volunteer Fire Brigade

Deborah (Debbie) Fryer - For service to Girl Guides, Soccer, St Marks Kids Music and other sporting groups
Jane Giles - For service to the Information Centre, WaiArt and Kids for Art
Alice Larsen - For service to Dalefield Hall Trust, Girl Guides, Rose Society and other community groups
Kelvin Loveday – For service to St Marks Anglican Parish Church
John Quinn – For service to Athletics

Susan Whiteman – For service to Scouts
Achiever Awards were also given to recipients to recognise significant achievements.  These are people or organisations in the Carterton district who have achieved in a sport, cultural or academic field, or an organisation/commercial venture achieving recognition or excellence.  The following people were presented with an Award this year:
Rhys Doesburg – For contribution and achievement in the building industry
Joseph Jury – For sporting achievement in kayaking
Dane Lett – For sporting achievement in hockey
Tom Quinn – For sporting achievement in athletics
Broadband – The telecommunications company Chorus has been active in Carterton recently installing new infrastructure to provide faster broadband internet services in much of the town and nearby rural areas.

Additionally, Telecom and Vodafone have been jointly awarded a government contract recently to improve rural broadband services across the country.  Council has signed a memorandum of understanding with Telecom for both organisations to work closely with each other in relation to this work.  Significant improvements to broadband services are expected to occur in parts of the District within the next 12 months including high speed connections for all rural schools.  Further improvements will occur in the medium term.
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