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Council Snippets

March 2011
Governor General Visits Wairarapa – The Governor General, Sir Anand Satyanand and Lady Susan visited Carterton as part of a four day visit to the Wairarapa during February. The visit was particularly special as it was the first time in nearly 50 years that a Governor General has officially visited Carterton.  As part of their Carterton itinerary they addressed a gathering of over 300 school children, Scouts, Guides and St John’s Youth members at Carrington Park, followed by visits to Premier Bacon, Stonehenge Aotearoa, and the Carterton Events Centre project.  The Governor General also officially opened the new dairy shed extension at the Taratahi Agricultural Training Centre.
Christchurch Earthquake - Mayor Ron Mark sent a message of support to the Mayor of Christchurch on behalf of Carterton District residents following the devastating earthquake in that city.  Council encourages and citizens who may wish to offer free accommodation to do so via the systems already functioning on a national basis.  The Council office can provide details.  At the time of writing the Council was discussing with the other two Wairarapa councils how they might be able to jointly assist the badly affected city.

Carterton Events Centre – the building is now advancing rapidly and taking shape as the walls and roof go up.  Already there have been enquires from groups wishing to use the facilities once construction is complete in September.

Reading of Water Meters - The six monthly reading of water meters for the period 1 July to 31 December 2010 has been completed. You will have received an invoice if you have an outstanding amount owing from last year or you have consumed over 300 cubic metres since July.  If your consumption seems high, you may have a leak and should consider contacting a plumber to investigate and fix.  For further information please contact Sue Fleet on 379 4042.
Building Warrants of Fitness and Compliance Schedules for Business and Commercial Owners – The Department of Building and Housing has published a new guidance document on warrants of fitness and compliance schedules titled "Owner’s Responsibilities To Ensure Their Buildings Are Safe To Use".
The purpose of this document is to provide guidance to building owners (and their agents) on how to meet the requirements of the Building Act 2004 (the Building Act) relating to building warrants of fitness, compliance schedules and related matters.

This guidance is particularly relevant to the owners of any building that is not a stand-alone house because the building owner is responsible for ensuring any specified systems (which have mostly life safety systems) continue to ensure the building is safe for people to enter, occupy or work in.

The guide is available to download from the Department’s website www.dbh.govt.nz/UserFiles/File/Publications/Building/Building-Act/building-wof-guidance.pdf 
Restricted Fire Season – A Restricted Fire Season on the lighting of fires in the open within the Wairarapa Rural Fire District is currently in place.  A permit is required for campfires, bonfires, rubbish fires, wood fired barbeques, braziers, fireworks, thermettes, welding plants, portable forges and open incinerators.  Permits are not required for gas barbeques and properly constructed back yard incinerators which have approved spark arrestors fitted.

Before the lighting of any fire, an application for a permit needs to be made at the Carterton District Council Office during office open hours (8.30 am to 4.30 pm).  A council officer will inspect the site before issuing a permit.  There is no charge for fire permits.  For further information please contact:

Garry Baker
06 379 4039 or 027 280 6281

Melvin Pike
027 444 7416
www.cartertondc.co.nz






