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Council Snippets

May 2011
Anzac Day – The Anzac Day commemorative service was again held at the cenotaph in Memorial Square for the wreath laying ceremony and then continued at the Carterton RSA where the memorial service was held.  The Anzac Day commerorations are being increasingly supported around the country and Council compliments the local community on the large number of people who attended this year despite the very cold and wet weather.  The service was led by Pastor Arnoud Vergunst of the Reformed Congregation of New Zealand with representatives from the British, Australian and American Embassies giving addresses.  The guest speaker was Carterton-bred Lieutenant David Scully from the Royal New Zealand Navy representing the NZ Defence Force.  Carterton was much honoured that Ambassador David Huebner attended the service on behalf of the American Embassy.  We would like to thank everyone for their hard work and effort in making this a successful day.
Rating Review – After many days of deliberations, the Carterton District Council has adopted a new policy for the calculation and distribution of its general rate to take effect in the next rating year beginning 1 July 2011.

The new policy replaces the current land value based rating system with one based on capital value.  In addition, the new policy replaces the current nine separate differentials with just three, being residential, commercial, and rural.  The new differentials will be in the ratio of 1.0 for residential properties, 2.0 for commercial, and 0.8 for rural. 

Mayor Ron Mark acknowledged the input of submitters to the consultation process.  “It has been gratifying to see such a high level of ratepayer interest and contributions to this important rating policy review.  Council has been working its way through the review since 2009. The level of public involvement, particularly during the latter stages, has been key to the robustness of the democratic processes followed by Council in reaching its decision”, said Mr Mark.

“Council had previously identified a number of anomalies and concerns with the current rating policy which have now been addressed through today’s decision. The new policy better reflects the rating principles of fairness, equity and transparency”, he said. ‘It does this through better alignment between the funding of the general rate and benefits received.”

Mayor Ron Mark acknowledged that generally the rural properties will be the most impacted on by the new policy.  ‘In any rating review there will be perceptions of winners and losers. Reducing the differential ratio of one category simply means that the other differential categories will need to increase. The rural category is an example of the latter, but we had a situation where there were more rural properties than ever before and in total they were paying a decreasing share of the total general rate”.

“The new policy does not increase the total pool of the general rate, nor does it make any change to the uniform annual general charge or the various targeted rates used by Council.  However, it does change the distribution of who pays what of the general rate. While there is no magical solution for allocation of the general rate, the new policy provides a fairer approach overall than the present system”.

Council’s original proposal was for a change from land value to capital value rating along with the options of either 1.0/2.0/1.0 residential/commercial/rural differentials or the same differential across all properties. 

“Council’s decision was unanimous for a change to capital value rating and the 1.0/2.0/0.8 residential/commercial/rural differential ratios go some way towards softening the impact of the change on rural properties. It reflects the view that the rural rating categories do not enjoy the same level of benefits from general rate funded services as residential and commercial”.

Mayor Mark also emphasised the significance of the new commercial ratio of 2.0.

“The commercial/industrial rating categories presently incur a general rate differential of 3.5 to 6.5 times the current residential differential and many more times the current rural differentials.  The new commercial differential ratio of 2.0 generally represents a significant reduction to the general rate contribution from commercial properties to recognise the effect of rating policy on economic development and this ratio is consistent with the ratios used by our neighbouring councils”.

Draft Silage Bylaw – Council has resolved to make a bylaw to be known as the Carterton District Council Silage Bylaw 2011.

The draft bylaw proposes to apply setback provisions for silage stacks/pits and depositing of silage from water ways, property boundaries, and dwellings.

This bylaw has been made pursuant to sections 83, 86, 145, and 156 Local Government Act 2002.

Council by way of resolution has determined that the making of a bylaw is the most appropriate way in achieving Council’s objectives. A Statement of Proposal has been compiled in support of the making of a bylaw.
The draft Silage Bylaw 2011 is available at the Council Office, Holloway Street Carterton or on Council’s website www.catertondc.co.nz/publications
The Council welcomes and will consider all comments made by way of written submissions.  Submissions close at 4:00 pm on Friday 3rd June 2011.
Heritage Property Owners Seminar – The New Zealand Historic Places Trust is holding a Heritage Property Owners Seminar at the Greytown Town Hall on Sunday 15 May from 10.00 am to 3.00 pm on what you need to know for your heritage property.  The seminar will cover best practice heritage advice on sustainable heritage management, archaeology, fire protection, insurance and earthquake strengthening.  NZHPT staff and consultants will be speaking.  Further enquiries can be made to the NZ Historic Places Trust Central Region Area Coordinator David Watt 04 494 8322 or dwatt@historic.org.nz .
2010/2011 Rates Rebate – Are you eligible for a rates rebate?  The maximum amount this year is $570.  Come in and see if you qualify or forms can be downloaded from www.ratesrebates.govt.nz .  The funding for these rebates comes from central government.  The income abatement threshold for a rates rebate is $22,340 with a rebate of up to $570 available for low income earners who were paying rates for the home in which they were living on 1 July 2010.  This year’s application covers the 2010/11 rating year from 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011.  Claims cannot be made for past rating years, or after 30 June 2011 for this current financial year.  For more information contact Sue Fleet on 06 379 4042 or call in and she will be able to help you to determine if you are eligible.
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