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Council Snippets

October 2011
Carterton Events Centre Opening – After many years of planning and consultation with the community, we are excited to announce the new events centre is now almost finished after a year of construction and is due to officially open on Saturday 29 October with an open day on Sunday 30 October.  Plans for the official opening are well underway and will acknowledge those that have contributed to the development of the centre.  This event is being planned with support from the Hurunuiorangi Marae and in conjunction with the Wairarapa A & P Show which is on the same day.  Once finalised, details and times for the opening ceremony will be advertised to invite residents and interested people to attend.
Community Development Manager – Council is pleased to welcome its new Community Development Manager Lorraine Gittings to the team.  This newly created role will liaise with community groups and individuals to help develop our community life.  Lorraine will also have overall responsibility for managing the new events centre.  Before starting her role with Council, Lorraine’s career has included being a Police Officer; a stay at home mum; working with Wellington City Council in a variety of different roles including youth and community development; and with the Ministry of Social Development in different arms including youth development and most recently Child, Youth and Family.  Lorraine is keen to meet with community groups to hear ideas and invites you to come and see her.
Daffodil Carnival – This was again a very successful event for Carterton; unfortunately the weather was rather cold, but this did not deter most people.  Once again the historic steam train pulled into Carterton bringing over 400 passengers from Wellington and then Wairarapa locals boarded the steam train for a short ride to Masterton and back.  We had excellent reports regarding the abundance of Daffodils to pick at Middle Run this year, with many people going out on the buses or driving out themselves.  This year $7,300 was raised from Daffodil sales for Carterton St John Ambulance and the Carterton Branch of the Plunket Society.  We would like to thank the Lions Club and council staff for their hard work organising this annual event and the Carterton Scouts and Carterton Swimming Club for their assistance as bus and parking wardens on the day.  Also special thanks as usual to Dick Booth and his family for providing the daffodils!
Temporary Closure of Carterton Library – The Carterton District Library will be closing from 5.00pm Thursday 29 September in preparation for the move to the new Events Centre.

The library will re-open in its totally refurbished location on Monday 31 October at 9.30am  Renewals will still be available by telephone (379-5071) or online (www.wls.org.nz) or at any other Wairarapa Library Service Library; Featherston, Greytown or Martinborough.  Returns of library books will still be possible through the grey returns bin outside the Lodge Hall in Holloway Street.  Reserve and Interloan books (ordered before 29 September) will be available to be picked up from the Lodge Hall – staff will ring to arrange this with you.

Other library services (including free internet) are still available through the other Wairarapa Library Service libraries.  If you have any questions please phone 379-5071.

We look forward to returning to normal on Monday 31 October in the Carterton Events Centre and apologise for any inconvenience this may cause.  We also note that the library building was 130 years old on 19 September this year and now has a greatly extended life expectancy for the future.
Information Centre – The Carterton Information Centre will also be relocating to the events centre building at the end of October where the same friendly service will be provided from just inside the main front door.  Cheryl will be continuing in her role of coordinating the valuable work provided by the many volunteers.

Rates Bill Error – Due to a computer inputting error, targeted rates set by the Greater Wellington Regional Council for river and catchment scheme and bovine TB have been under-charged in the first rating installment this financial year.  Affected ratepayers will receive a revised rating assessment and need to make up the shortfall on their first bill during the course of the next three rates instalments.  Council sincerely apologises for this error.
Property File Digitisation – Council is systematically digitising its property files so that these records are more secure and easily accessible in the future.  While this digitising may take a few months, every effort will be made to access documentation promptly if there are enquiries for particular properties.  However there may be delays in some cases, thereby impacting on Land Information Memorandum (LIM) and information requests.  Council apologises for any inconvenience this may cause.
Burning of Rubbish in the Urban Area – The Carterton Fire Brigade and Council have been receiving callouts recently for unauthorised rubbish fires in the urban area.  Under Council’s bylaw it is an offence to light a fire in the open in the urban area unless it is in an approved fireplace or incinerator placed in an approved position and does not cause a smoke nuisance to neighbours.  The Chief Fire Officer or an authorised Council Officer can approve a fireplace or incinerator.  A copy of the Fire Prevention Bylaw can be obtained from Council.
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