Report on the administration of Carterton District Council’s policy and practices in relation to the control of dogs for the year 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011.
Council has applied the Carterton District Council Dog Control Policy (“the Policy”) when administering its policy and practices for the control of dogs.

Council reviewed parts of its policy on the control of dogs in June 2007.  The Policy has provisions relating to the control of dogs in public places, which are enforceable under Part 4: Carterton District Council Control of Dogs Bylaw Amendment 2007.  There are no specific dog exercise areas defined as there are sufficient open spaces around the district for appropriate exercise due to Carterton having an extensive rural community. There are dog prohibited areas which are well signposted. Dogs in specified public places and CBD must be on a leash at all times.  Carterton District Council provides Doggy Doo Dumpster bins near dog exercise areas. Council Officers monitor these areas to ensure compliance.

Fees and charges are reviewed annually and set by Council resolution.  Council’s funding policy for animal control is that 80% of the total costs are met by fees and charges.

Council provides dog owners with information regarding education programmes and obedience courses and offers dog owners a discount on registration fees for neutered/spayed dogs. Officers make annual visits to all urban & rural properties for the purposes of inspection, education, promotion of dog owner obligations and to locate new/unregistered dogs. Council promote education through items in a free monthly Carterton publication delivered to every Carterton household called The Town Crier, pamphlets and promotion of the local Dog Obedience and Kennel Club. Officers design and produce their own local pamphlet (updated 2008) containing relevant contacts, general information and rules/policies. Officers make presentations to local schools and community groups.
With regard to offences and penalties, Council’s policy is to approach each incident on a case by case basis and to use infringement notices with fines for minor offences.  Council’s policy is to adhere to the provisions of Dog Control Act 1996 as closely as possible, where an attack has occurred.

Under the Carterton District Council Control of Dogs Bylaw Amendment 2007, owners with more than two dogs within an urban area must obtain a permit. Council Dog Control Officers inspect the property and speak to neighbours to judge its suitability for housing and controlling dogs prior to granting a permit.

	Number of registered dogs
	2,468

	Number of probationary owners
	0



	Number of disqualified owners
	0



	Number of dogs classified as dangerous under Section 31
	

	· s.31 1(a) due to owner conviction
	0

	· s.31 1(b) due to sworn evidence
	0

	· s.31 1(c) due to owner admittance
	0



	Number of dogs classified as menacing under Section 33A
	

	· s.33A 1(b)(i) observed or reported behaviour
	5

	· s.33A 1(b)(ii) characteristics associated with breed
	1



	Number of dogs classified as menacing under Section 33C
	18



	Number of infringement notices issued for - failing to register a dog.
	95

	Number of infringement notices issued for - failure to implant microchip transponder
	0

	Number of infringement notices issued for – failure to keep dog under control
	7

	Number of infringement notices issued for – failure to keep dog controlled or confined
	4

	Number of infringement notices issued for – failure to comply with bylaw
	2

	Number of infringement notices issued for – failure to comply with effects of classification
	3

	· Number of dog related complaints
	316

	· Dog bites on People 
	3

	· Dog Bites on Animals/Stock
	9

	· Dog Rushing
	20

	· Dogs Barking 
	72

	· Dogs Wandering
	132

	· General Complaints/Enquiries
	8

	· Dog Welfare
	9

	· Dogs Lost
	47

	· Dogs Found
	16

	· Dogs Impounded
	67

	· Dogs Destroyed
	13

	· Dogs Returned To Owner
	46

	· Dogs Sold To New Owner
	0

	· Dogs Surrendered To SPCA
	5

	· Dogs Illegally Removed from Pound


	3



	Number of prosecutions


	0


