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Council Snippets

September 2011
Carterton Daffodil Carnival – This year’s carnival is on Sunday 11 September with craft and produce stalls being set up in Holloway Street, along High Street and around Memorial Square.  The Daffodil Express steam train run by Steam Incorporated will be bringing visitors from Wellington for the day and is due to arrive in Carterton at 10.40 am and departing to Wellington at 3.00 pm.
Shuttle buses to take people to the daffodil fields at Middlerun will leave from in Broadway from 10.30 am onwards at a cost of $5 per adult and $2 per child.  Proceeds from the Daffodil picking go to Carterton St John Ambulance and Carterton Branch of the Plunket Society.

As part of Carterton’s Daffodil Carnival, the Daffodil Express steam train will also travel from Carterton to Masterton and return.  The train will depart Carterton at 10.55 am (report at 10.30 am) and will return by approximately 1.00 pm leaving enough time to visit the market day stalls on your return.  The cost is $14 per person (2 years and under free).  To book phone 06 377 1415 or 06 3770631, email: Carterton.rail.museum@xnet.co.nz .

The Big Wai Art Sale – The 6th Big Wai Art Sale opens in the Carterton Exhibition Centre from 9th – 11th September including Daffodil Day and is open to the public from 10 am to 4 pm daily.  On offer will be some wonderful artwork from talented Wairarapa artists and beyond, so come along and have look.

Silage Bylaw – Council has recently approved a new bylaw regarding the location of silage.  A full consultation process took place on the earlier draft and substantial changes were made to the requirements.  Feedback to Council indicates that the final provisions in the bylaw are quite acceptable to the wider farming industry.

The new bylaw means that from 12 September, all silage pits and stacks will have to be located at least 100m from any neighbouring dwelling under separate ownership, and 5m away from any boundary shared with a neighbour.

The feeding out of silage is also banned within 5m of any neighbour's boundary, although all provisions can be waived if agreed to by both neighbours.  A copy of the bylaw can be downloaded from www.cartertondc.co.nz/publications-bylaws.html .

Rates Rebate – The new rates rebate application form is now available.  The maximum rebate has increased from $570 to $580 for the 2011/12 financial year and the income threshold amount has increased from $22,340 to $23,340.  Many superannuitants and Work and Income beneficiaries, and some employed people on low incomes, will be entitled to a rebate.  Individuals or couples/joint homeowners, earning $23,340 (plus $500 for each dependant) or less qualify.  However, if your income exceeds this threshold you could still be entitled to a rebate.  Ratepayers need to apply each year within the applicable rating year.  Claims cannot be made for past rating years.  An application form must be completed.  Application forms are available from the Council office or can be downloaded from www.ratesrebates.govt.nz .
Dog Registration – A 50% penalty has now been applied to any unpaid dog registration fees which were due for payment by 1 August 2011.  If you are having problems making payment, we suggest that you contact Animal Control Officers Robert Millar or Karen Higham on 379 4045 to make suitable arrangements.  All dogs turning 3 months of age after 1 August must also be registered.  Registration fees for pups are on a pro rata basis of the full year fee.
New Play Equipment – Council staff have been busy dismantling the old flying fox in Carrington Park which over the years has become unsafe.  A new flying fox has been purchased and will be installed within the next few weeks.  The Rocktopus has also been removed for repairs and will be reinstalled in a more appropriate site when repairs are completed.
Hedges & Overhanging Branches – With the arrival of spring and the new flush of growth residents are reminded to keep hedges and overhanging vegetation pruned back to their boundary.

www.cartertondc.co.nz
