The Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Carterton District Council
held in the Council Chambers, Holloway Street, Carterton 
on Wednesday 13th April 2011 at 9.00 am
Present

Mayor R Mark. (Presiding)



Crs. J Booth, E Brazendale, R Carter, B Durbin, J Greathead



W Knowles, B Poulsen
In Attendance

C Wright (Chief Executive)


G Boyle (Rating Consultant)



M Hautler (Planning & Regulatory Manager)



M Blundell


S Hayes (Committee Secretary)

1.
Apologies
There was an apology for lateness from Cr G Smith.

2.
Approval of Wairarapa Combined District Plan
Purpose

For Council to approve the Wairarapa Combined District Plan so that it can be operative (in part).

M Hautler advised that both Masterton and South Wairarapa District Councils have already approved the Combined District Plan.
Cr Brazendale said the combined district plan process had been long and welcomed former councillor M Blundell who had been involved since the start of the process.  She said the completion of the combined plan has been a great accomplishment between the three Wairarapa councils.

M Blundell addressed the council saying it had been a pleasure and privilege to be involved alongside former councillor David Lowes who was unable to attend the meeting.  He agreed the process has been long but very rewarding.

Moved:
That all three recommendations in the Proposed Wairarapa Combined District Plan report be approved together.
Cr. Brazendale/Carter
Carried

Moved:
That pursuant to Clause 17(2) of Schedule 1 of the Resource Management Act 1991, the Council approve the Wairarapa Combined District Plan “Operative in part”.  All provisions of the Wairarapa Combined District Plan are approved, except for designations Dm004 (Upper Ruamahanga Proposed Stopbank Works) and Dm006 (Upper Ruamahanga Stopbanks) which are subject to appeal.
That pursuant to Clause 17(3) of Schedule 1 of the Resource Management Act 1991, the Council affix its seal to the Wairarapa Combined District Plan “Operative in part”.

That pursuant to Clause 20(2) of Schedule 1 of the Resource Management Act 1991, the Wairarapa Combined District Plan is to be made “Operative in part” on 25 May 2011.

Cr. Knowles/Carter
Carried
3.
Review of General Rate Allocation
C Wright outlined the rate review process to date and that the purpose of today’s meeting was to further deliberate on the proposal and consider further analysis provided by G Boyle.  He advised that a submission from S Yeats had been tabled for consideration as it had been inadvertently mislaid with some other papers although received within the submission period.
Moved:
That the submission from S Yeats be accepted.

Cr. Durbin/Brazendale
Carried

Moved:
That Council notes that Mr Yeats’s preferred option is capital value with no differentials.

Cr. Carter/Durbin
Carried
C Wright advised councillors that the Auditors had advised orally that they considered that a rate set on a property basis, even if differentially urban to rural, needed to be included within the 30% uniform rating cap.  Hence there was no particular advantage in considering a new rate of this type as Carterton was already at the 30% limit.
Mayor Ron Mark advised that comments from one of the Rates Review public meetings regarding South Wairarapa District Council’s method of rating had caused sensitivities with that council due to second hand comments that were out of context.
C Wright then outlined a suggested format for today’s discussion and that council will need to meet again on 20 April to make a decision.

A discussion then ensued on the rating review process to date and councillors expressed their views on processes followed.  Councillors agreed they were comfortable with the process to date.

Cr G Smith arrived at 9.32 am

Mayor Ron Mark thanked councillors and staff for their hard work and commitment to the Rating Review process.

G Boyle then spoke to his report which provided a detailed analysis of the effects of additional differential options and a possible two step transition for the proposed residential/commercial/rural general rate categories.
He noted that some councils show roading as a separate rate charge on the rates invoice to clearly indicate that it is a separate charge instead of including it in the general rate with other items.

C Wright advised that if required council could use a separate roading rate but there would be little real advantage unless it was set on a different basis to the general rate.
G Boyle then went through and explained his report in detail to councillors.
Moved:
That the report be received.

Cr. Brazendale/ Knowles
Carried

Moved:
That Council notes the financial impact of the variations to the proposed differentials.

Cr. Poulsen/Greathead
Carried

Moved:
That Council notes the financial impact of a possible two-step transition.

Cr. Greathead/Carter

Carried









The meeting adjourned at 11.00 am









The meeting reconvened at 11.20 am

In response to a question, G Boyle explained that if a two-step transitional option was adopted, this would mean an increase in the current residential general rate in the first year to offset the transition for the rural category.
Discussion then ensued regarding a move from land value to capital value and the benefits of rating on either land value or capital value.  Councillors were generally of the view that capital value was a fairer way of rating for the general rate.

Councillors also discussed the differential variation options with a possible two-step transition period and were generally of the view that there should be no transitional period.  There was also a wide ranging discussion on possible differentials.
Moved:
That Council notes that the meeting to deliberate and make the final decision on the review of the general rate has been rescheduled for 9.30 am on Wednesday 20 April 2011.
Cr Knowles/Greathead

Carried

The meeting concluded at 12.48 pm
……………………………………………….

Minutes confirmed

........................................

Date

