The Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Carterton District Council
held in the Council Chambers, Holloway Street, Carterton 
on Wednesday 20th April 2011 at 9.30 am
Present

Mayor R Mark. (Presiding)



Crs. J Booth, R Carter, B Durbin, J Greathead



W Knowles, B Poulsen, G Smith
In Attendance

C Wright (Chief Executive)


G Boyle (Rating Consultant)



S Hayes (Committee Secretary)

1.
Apologies
There was an apology received from Cr E Brazendale.

Moved:
That the apology be received.

Cr. Knowles/Greathead

Carried

2.
Confirmation of Minutes of Council Meeting held 29-31 March 2011
Moved:
That the minutes of the Council meeting of 29-31 March 2011 be confirmed.

Cr. Carter/Smith

Carried

3.
Confirmation of Minutes of Council Meeting held 13 April 2011
Moved:
That the minutes of the Council meeting of 13 April 2011 be confirmed.

Cr. Durbin/Carter

Carried

4.
Review of General Rate
G Boyle in presenting his report to Elected Members explained today is a continuation of the rating review process.  He gave background of events up to date including that the purpose of the rating review was to address anomalies that had been identified with the current general rate and current differentials.  In recognition of this Council had developed a proposal to review its policy for calculating and distributing the general rate.  Council had formally consulted on the proposal to change the valuation system from a land value basis for the general rate to a capital value basis 
and replace the current nine differential rating categories with either a residential / commercial / rural differential in the ratio of 1.0/2.0/1.0 or with no differentials.  Council had received 140 submissions from the public and had heard those who wished to speak and had passed resolutions in relation to each submission.
Moved:
That the report summarising the key issues raised during consultation on Council’s proposal for a new general rate policy be received.
Cr. Carter/Poulsen
Carried

Mayor Ron Mark then invited discussion from Councillors regarding their views on whether to calculate the general rate on either a land value or capital value basis.  After considerable discussion it was agreed that calculating the general rate on a capital value basis was a more fair system overall and would address some of the anomalies that currently exist.
Moved:
That Council confirms its proposal to adopt capital value as the means of calculating its general rate.
Cr. Knowles/Smith
Carried

Discussion then took place amongst councillors regarding the introduction of a possible transitional period and the number of differentials noting that the proposal before Council was to reduce the current 9 differentials to 3 with various ratio options put forward for consideration.
Mayor Ron Mark also asked for discussion on whether there was a need for under 10 ha blocks to be recognised differently from larger rural blocks and if not, whether ward or district plan boundaries would be used to identify between residential/commercial/rural properties.  It was agreed that under 10 ha rural blocks do not need to be separately identified and that the district plan boundaries be used to identify property categories.

C Wright noted that under legislation Council is required to look at ward boundaries over the next year and that there are various options that can be adopted in regards to setting of boundaries.
Moved:
That the Council set 3 differentials being:

Residential consisting of the present urban residential plus urban small holdings properties
Commercial consisting of the present urban and rural commercial and industrial properties
Rural consisting of the present rural 0-3 ha, 3-10 ha and >10 ha properties
Cr. Carter/Knowles

Carried

Moved:
That a rating differential of 1.0 for residential, 2.0 for commercial, and 0.8 for rural be adopted.

Cr. Knowles/Booth

Carried









The meeting adjourned at 10.35 am









The meeting reconvened at 10.42 am
Moved:
That the new system for calculating and distributing the general rate, based on capital value with rating differential categories of residential/commercial/rural in the ratios of 1.0/2.0/0.8, takes effect from 1 July 2011.

Cr. Durbin/Poulsen

Carried

Moved:
That Council reviews the need for any adjustments to the general rate differentials on a general basis each year and specifically following each scheduled district revaluation process, with any agreed adjustments being included in the funding impact statement of the first affected annual plan.

Cr. Poulsen/Greathead

Carried

Moved:
That Council notes that the next revaluation of the Carterton District will be carried out as at 1 September 2011, to take effect in the rating year beginning 1 July 2012.

Cr. Knowles/Booth

Carried

Moved:
That Council continues to monitor annual rate increases.

Cr. Booth/Greathead

Carried

Moved:
That Council reviews the location of the residential/rural differential boundary in the 2011/12 year.

Cr. Durbin/Greathead

Carried

Moved:
That Council investigates options for a further targeted rate to help address the extra demand placed on the rural roading network from logging operations, as part of a future stage of its rating policy review.

Cr. Carter/Poulsen

Carried

Moved:
That Council review its Revenue and Financing policy as it relates to the use of the general rate to fund the public good portion of targeted rate services, during preparation of its draft 2012-22 Long Term Plan.

Cr. Smith/Greathead
Carried

Moved:
That Council notes the oral advice received from Audit NZ to the effect that targeted rates based on a property basis (other than water and sewerage targeted rates) should be included within the 30% legislative cap, regardless of whether they are set uniformly or on a differential basis.

Cr. Carter/Durbin

Carried

Moved:
That Council meets with Carterton CBD business ratepayers to canvass interest in participating in a main street programme.

Cr. Knowles/Greathead

Carried

Moved:
That Council extends a vote of thanks to the Chief Executive, G Boyle and staff for their work and also to the public who have taken part in the submission process and for making their time available to contribute to the review.

Mayor Mark/Durbin

Carried

Councillors also concurred with the sentiments of the Mayor in that it had been a great learning process which had enabled closer communications with ratepayers.
The meeting concluded at 11.12 am
……………………………………………….

Minutes confirmed

........................................

Date

