

8th April 2010
CARTERTON SOUTH STRUCTURE PLAN – DRAFT DISTRICT PLAN CHANGE
Dear Resident
As you may be aware, the Carterton District Council has been undertaking a planning exercise for the long-term subdivision and development of the southern part of Carterton. This exercise led to the preparation of the “Carterton South Structure Plan” during 2008-2009. In mid-2009, Council undertook consultation on the draft Carterton South Structure Plan as a non-statutory document (meaning it has no legal effect).
After considering the feedback received on the draft Structure Plan, Council resolved to adopt the Carterton South Structure Plan and its accompanying report in September 2009. Council also resolved to proceed with the preparation of a proposed District Plan Change to give statutory effect (legal status) to the Structure Plan, subject to further consultation with landowners and other interested parties in the area.  

Council is undertaking informal consultation with landowners and other interested parties over April 2010 on the possible changes to the District Plan.  All feedback on the possible District Plan changes will be considered before proceeding to formally notify it as a proposed plan change.

Below is a summary of the changes being considered to the District Plan to give effect to the Carterton South Structure Plan. The District Plan contains the policies, rules and standards for managing land use activities and subdivision, such as minimum lot sizes, building setbacks and other requirements. At this stage, the proposed changes have no legal effect. 
Summary of the District Plan Changes under Consideration
Below is a summary changes being considered to be made to the District Plan, drawing on the outcomes and details set out in the Carterton South Structure Plan Report adopted by Council in September 2009. 
Chapter 5 – Residential Zone

· Adding two new specific permitted activity standards that only apply to the Carterton South Structure Plan area, being:

· Restrict buildings from being located on the alignment of all proposed roads shown in the Carterton South Structure Plan, as well as requiring a minimum building setback of 5 metres from these roads. 

· Add a maximum fence height of 1m for all fences, walls and screens located on the front boundary of properties within the Carterton South Structure Plan area. The current maximum fence height of 1.8 metres would continue to apply to all other boundaries. 

· All other rules and standards for the Residential Zone would be retained unchanged, including maximum building height (10 metres), minimum building setbacks (5m from front boundary and 1.5m from other boundaries, with at least two boundaries having a setback of 3m), noise limits, signs, and controls on non-residential activities. 
Section 18 – Subdivision, Land Development and Urban Growth

· Add a new policy to manage subdivision and development in the residential area in the southern part of Carterton through the Carterton South Structure Plan
Section 20 – Subdivision Rules

· Retain the current minimum lot size of 2,000m2 for the Carterton Low Density Residential Character Area

· Add a new minimum lot size of 1,000m2 for a new Carterton Medium Density Residential Character Area (see attached maps for where this area/rule applies)

· Add a rule requiring that all subdivisions within the Carterton South Structure Plan Area are to be in accordance with the Structure Plan. At the time when subdivision consent was applied for, any applicable roads, access ways and reserves shown in the Structure Plan would need to be provided for within the proposed subdivision.  
· Retain rule for any non-compliance with the above rules and standards to be assessed as a ‘discretionary’ activity (each discretionary activity application would be assessed on a case-by-case basis, with consent either granted or declined based on this assessment). 

· Retain unchanged all other subdivision rules and standards, such as minimum shape factor (rectangle measuring 15m by 12m) and maximum building coverage (30% for lots containing existing dwellings). 

Section 22 – Assessment Criteria

· Adding specific Assessment Criteria for evaluating resource consent applications in the Carterton South Structure Plan Area, with reference to conformance with the various outcomes sought by the Structure Plan. 
Section 23 – Financial Contributions

· Retain unchanged the current financial contribution provisions. These provisions require a reserve contribution of 3% of the land value of each lot created in the subdivision, a roading contribution of 2% of the land value of each lot created in the subdivision, and an infrastructure contribution of $5,000 + GST per lot created in the subdivision. In addition, the actual costs of constructing and installing the roads and infrastructure/services for the subdivision are borne by the subdividers. If additional capacity is required to be installed in the infrastructure to service future growth, a cost share contribution may be required towards this additional capacity.  

Appendices

· Adding the Carterton South Structure Plan to the District Plan as Appendix 14, including supporting explanation outlining the outcomes for the Structure Plan (copy of the draft District Plan version of the Carterton South Structure Plan is attached). 

· Amend Appendix 5 ‘Requirements for Roads, Access Parking and Loading’ to make specific provision for the design of roads in the Carterton South Structure Plan area (copy of the draft District Plan road cross sections/standards are attached).  

Planning Maps

· Retain ‘Carterton Low Density Residential Character Area’ as shown on Planning Maps 55 and 57 attached, except for the areas identified as ‘Carterton Medium Density Residential Character Area’ as shown on Planning Maps 55 and 57 attached. 

· Remove the ‘Carterton Low Density Residential Character Area’ from one property as shown on Planning Map 57 attached to be zoned Residential. 

Your Input

If you would like to know more about this District Plan Change, an open evening is being held in the Council Chambers, Carterton District Council, Holloway Street, Carterton at 5.00pm – 7.00pm on Wednesday 21st April 2010. This evening is an opportunity for you to discuss any issues and ask questions about the District Plan Change for the Carterton South Structure Plan. Please drop in at any time during this period that is convenient for you. 

We would be particularly interested in your views on the above changes to the District Plan under consideration. 

You are also invited to send Council any written feedback on these changes to the District Plan under consideration for the Carterton South Structure Plan. The Proposed District Plan Change is to be reported to Council in May 2010, therefore, we would appreciate receiving your written comments by 8th May 2010. If you would like to speak at the Council meeting in May regarding your written comments, please indicate this in your written comments. 
What Happens Next?
The Carterton District Council will consider all feedback from this consultation in drafting and finalising a Proposed District Plan Change. Once Council has approved the Proposed Plan Change, it would be referred to the Wairarapa Combined Planning Committee, who would review the Proposed Plan Change, and who may make any final changes to the Proposed Plan Change before it is adopted for public notification.

When the Proposed Plan Change is publicly notified, it will be open to submissions from any interested person or organisation.  Once submissions have been received, a hearing will be held to consider these submissions. 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me on (06) 379 4038.
Yours faithfully
Edita Babos
Senior Planner
Encl:
Carterton South Structure Plan (draft District Plan version)


Carterton South Structure Plan Area Road Cross Sections (draft District Plan version)


Possible amendments to the Planning Maps
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