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Council Snippets

April 2010
Storm Clean-Up – Council would like to acknowledge and thank the various people who quickly helped to clean up damage from the southerly storm that hit the Carterton District with a vengeance on Friday 12 March.  The most serious incident was the two trees that came down in Park Road trapping a passing car, but fortunately the driver was not badly injured.  We were impressed with the actions taken by a number of people to deal with the various problems and restore normality.
Anzac Day Invitation – Members of the public are invited to attend the 95th Anzac Day Memorial Service on Sunday 25 April 2010.  The march assembles in Holloway Street at 10.45 am for the ceremony at the Cenotaph at 11.00 am, followed by the Civic Service at the Carterton Memorial Club in Broadway at 11.30 am.
Rates Instalment 3 – A 10% penalty will have now been applied to any outstanding amount on Instalment 3 which was due on 20 February 2010.  If you are having problems making payment, we suggest that you contact Sue Fleet on 379 4042 or call into the office to make arrangements with Sue for payment.

Rates Rebate – Are you eligible for a rates rebate?  Council has processed 361 rates rebates from 1 July 2009 to March 2010.  Council considers that there could be more ratepayers in the Carterton district who are eligible for a rebate.  The funding for these rebates comes from central government.  The income eligibility threshold for a rates rebate is currently $21,910.  This year’s application covers the 2009/10 rating year from 1 July 2009 to 30 June 2010.  An application form must be completed by 30 June 2010 as claims cannot be made for past rating years.  If you are on a low fixed income, it could be worth enquiring if you are eligible for a rebate.  The only information we need to know is your income including any interest on investments.  You are not required to tell us how much you have invested.  Ratepayers need to apply each year within the applicable rating year.  Application forms are available from the Council office or can be downloaded from www.ratesrebates.govt.nz .

2010 Elections – This year’s local body elections are to be held on 9 October 2010.  You must enroll if:
· You are a New Zealand citizen or a permanent resident of New Zealand, and
· You are 18 or older, and

· You have at any time resided in New Zealand continuously for one year or more, and

· You are not disqualified

Don’t forget to check if you’re enrolled with your current address so you can vote in this year’s local elections.  To check your enrolment details or to enrol go to www.elections.org.nz 
Lets Carpool –.Let’s Carpool, the convenient way to carpool in the Wellington region, is catching on!  More than 1000 people have signed up to Let’s Carpool – and the more who join, the greater your chances of finding your perfect match.  Join today! www.letscarpool.govt.nz 
Water Usage – The maximum daily usage on the Carterton town water supply system this summer was 2700 cubic metres per day (2.7 million litres).  The previous summer it was 3400 cubic metres per day and 3800 the summer before.  This indicates the effects of both the weather and also the introduction of water metering and the fixing of many leaks in the system especially on private property.  Thank you to all those who conserved water or fixed leaks in their pipes.

Roading Improvements – The NZ Transport Agency is currently making improvements to the intersections on State Highway 2 at Wiltons Road, Hughes Line, and Waihakeke Road.  These intersection improvements are largely as the result of advocacy by your Council.  Council roading works this year include lengths of new sealing in Parkers Road, the top end of Dalefield Road, and a section of Te Wharau Road.  Unfortunately new sealing is very expensive and there is now virtually no subsidy available from government for this work as was the case in the past.  Hence Council will not able to seal all the rural roads that people would like to see sealed in the foreseeable future.
Tsunami Alert – Remember if you are near the sea and you feel an earthquake, head for higher ground.  Civil Defence is able to issue warnings like those that occurred with the recent Chilean earthquake if a major earthquake occurs far away.  However, there is no chance of adequate warnings if the earthquake is located close to the New Zealand coast.  This was the situation with the tragic tsunami in Samoa last year.
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