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Council Snippets

August 2009

First Instalment of Rates are due for payment by Thursday  20th August 2009.   Direct debit is an easy way to pay your rates, especially for people who receive a rates rebate as the balance of your rates can be spread for payment evenly over the rest of year.   Payment options are fortnightly, monthly or quarterly.  We encourage you to give serious consideration to paying your rates this way, if you don’t already use internet banking.  
Paying Rates by Automatic Payment -  It is important that people who are still paying their rates by automatic payment  ensure that the amount they are paying will cover their 2009/10 rates as insufficient payments will result in penalties being incurred.   To avoid penalties we would recommend that you change to paying by direct debit.
Changes to Rate Rebate Scheme from 1 July 2009 -  The rebate has been increased from $530 to $550 for low income earners who were paying rates for the home in which they were living in on 1 July 2009.  This means the income threshold for a full rates rebate for the 2009/10 year is $21,910 and is increased by $500 for each dependent in the household.  However if your income exceeds the income threshold a rates rebate could still be available, depending on the rates amount and the number of dependents.
When applying for a rates rebate you will need:

· Information about your income (before tax) for the tax year ended 31 March 2009.

· Information about what your partner/joint homeowner’s income was if he/she was normally living with you on 1 July 2009.

Rebate Eligibility Examples
Example 1
A couple where both partners qualify for New Zealand Superannuation (estimated income of $27,570 in 2008/09), and receive no other income, would be eligible for a rebate as shown below:

	Level of Rates
	Estimated Rebate

	$900
	$0

	$1200
	$0

	$1500
	$186

	$1800
	$386

	$2100
	$550


Example 2

A single person receiving New Zealand Superannuation, living alone (estimated income of $18,133 in 2008/09) and receive no other income, would be eligible for a rebate as shown below:

	Level of Rates
	Estimated Rebate

	$900
	$493

	$1200
	$550

	$1500
	$550

	$1800
	$550

	$2100
	$550


Example 3
A household with an income of $21,000 and one or two dependents would be eligible for a rebate as shown below:

	Level of Rates
	Estimated Rebate with 1 Dependent
	Estimated Rebate with 2 Dependents 

	$900
	$493
	$493

	$1200
	$550
	$550

	$1500
	$550
	$550

	$1800
	$550
	$550

	$2100
	$550
	$550


Example 4
A household with an income of $28,000 and one or two dependents would be eligible for a rebate as shown below:

	Level of Rates
	Estimated Rebate with 1 Dependent
	Estimated Rebate with 2 Dependents 

	$900
	$0
	$0

	$1200
	$0
	$57

	$1500
	$195
	$257

	$1800
	$395
	$457

	$2100
	$550
	$550


Council processed just over 360 rate rebates in the 2008/09 year and we think there are many more people in Carterton eligible for a rebate. Call into the office and talk to  Sue Fleet Council’s new Revenue & Finance Officer to see if you are eligible or give her a ring on 379 4042.  Alternatively you can find more information on www.ratesrebates.govt.nz.
Applications for Community Grants Available – Council is currently calling for applications for community grants for the 2009/10 year.  

Organisations qualifying for grants are those that:

1. Provide services to the people of the Carterton district who may be denied the quality of life enjoyed by the majority.

2.
Provide services, which preserve and promote the district’s heritage.

3.
Provide services, which will enhance and benefit community wellbeing and resources in the Carterton district.
Application forms are available from the Council Office or from Council’s website www.cartertondc.co.nz and close Friday 28 August 2009.
Applications for Rural Travel Fund Grants – Council is currently calling for applications from sports clubs and schools for grants to subsidise travel costs to enable their junior teams aged 5 – 19 years to participate in local sport competitions.

Funding is not available for regional or national events or sports competitions undertaken in school time.

Application forms are available from the Council Office or from Council’s website www.cartertondc.co.nz and close on Friday 2 October 2009.

Daffodil Carnival Sunday 13 September – Preparations are underway for this year’s Carnival.  The format will be the same as last year with stalls in Holloway Street, along the High Street where appropriate and around Memorial Square.  
Have you lodged a building consent with Council recently?  Do you know what your responsibilities are?   Once a building consent is issued, the owner has certain responsibilities under the Building Act.

Firstly, the building must be constructed exactly as detailed in the documentation provided to and approved by Council.

Secondly, the owner has 12 months in which to commence construction or the consent lapses.  If it appears that no work has been carried out on site, Council will contact the owner, who can either cancel the consent or request an extension of time to carry out the work, however Council is under no obligation to accede to such a request.

Thirdly, the owner must apply for a Code of Compliance Certificate after all the building work to be carried out under the consent has been completed.

The application must be made:
· As soon as practicable after work is completed, and
· On the prescribed application form supplied with the building consent.
Council must decide whether to issue a Code of Compliance Certificate:

· Within 20 working days after the expiry of two years from which the consent was granted, or 

· After any further period that may be agreed upon between the Council and the owner.

Housing for the Elderly – Council is currently consulting on a draft new policy that sets out guidelines 
for  tenant eligibility, the level of rents, and other aspects relating to the Council owned housing for the 
elderly units.  A copy of the draft policy can be obtained from the Council office and submission are required by Friday 4 September 2009. 
Dog Registration Refunds  - To receive a refund when a dog has died, owners must complete a refund application form available at the Council office. The part fee refundable is calculated on the number of complete months remaining in the registration year and is applied from date of application. Applications must be lodged before the end of the  registration year in which the dog has died.
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