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Council Snippets

February 2010
Recycling Drop-Off Centre is Moving – The recycling drop-off centre behind the town clock is to close and be incorporated into the Dalefield Road refuse transfer station site.  Council has reluctantly made this decision due to ongoing problems with the current recycling site from household rubbish being dumped and noise disturbance to nearby residents from people recycling or scavenging at night.  In addition, some out-of-district residents use the centre at a cost to Carterton District ratepayers as there is no other similar facility in the Wairarapa.  

This change will mean that residents can only deposit their recyclables when the transfer station is open.  However, the transfer station will be open on more days than present and there will continue to be no charges for recyclables.  The new arrangements will come into effect from Monday 1 March 2010.  The new hours and days of operation are as below.  
Urban residents are reminded that council’s weekly kerbside recycling collection still operates from 7.30 am every Monday.  Recyclables must be placed in your green bin for collection.   Extra bins can be purchased from council for $11.00.  Items that can be recycled have not changed – glass bottles, aluminium and metal cans, newspapers and cardboard (corrugated only), and plastics containers (1 and 2 only).  Please rinse out all containers.
Refuse Transfer Station - Change of Hours – From Monday 1 March 2010 the Dalefield Road transfer station hours and days of operation will change.  The additional hours of operation are to allow residents greater access for disposing of refuse and recycling.  The new hours and days of operation are as follows:
Monday

Closed

Tuesday

9.00 am to 11.00 am
Wednesday

9.00 am to 11.00 am

Thursday

9.00 am to 11.00 am

Friday


9.00 am to 11.00 am

Saturday

9.00 am to 11.00 am

Sunday

2.30 pm to 4.30 pm
Carterton District 2009 Revaluations – The 2009 Carterton District revaluations have been completed and owners were notified of new values in mid-December.  The last day for objections was 30 January 2010 and consideration of these is to be completed by 30 April 2010.  The new valuations will be used for rating purposes from 1 July 2010.  The total capital value of the 4,327 properties within the Carterton District has increased 2.7% to $1,915 billion.  The corresponding land value has increased 3.4% up to $1.153 billion.  Dairy and good quality pastoral property has increased by up to 20% on 2006 values levels, while the harder hill country land has struggled to maintain previous value levels.   Lifestyle blocks have generally increased in the region of 0-5%.  Residential property has increased in value by an average of 3.5% while the average increases for commercial and industrial properties are 5.7% and 11% respectively.  The new property valuations are as at 1 September 2009.
Charles Rooking Carter Civic Awards – Do you know of a deserving volunteer who should be acknowledged for their service to the Carterton community or a person, organization or business that should be acknowledged for their outstanding national or international success?  If the answer is yes, then lodge a nomination for a Charles Rooking Carter Voluntary Community Service Award or an Achievers Award.  Nomination forms are available from the Council Office and close on 26 February 2010.

Carterton District Council & Carterton RSA Memorial Trust - Applications are currently being invited from residents of the Carterton District who require assistance to meet expenses related to their tertiary education.  Direct descendents of veterans and servicemen will be given preference.  Applications are available from the Council office and close on 26 February 2010.

Restricted Fire Season – A Restricted Fire Season was imposed on the lighting of fires in the open within the Wairarapa Rural Fire District on 18 December 2009.  In the Carterton District, a permit is required within one kilometre of the coastline and within the Wiltons Road peat swamp.  A permit is required for campfires, bonfires, rubbish fires, wood fired barbeques, braziers, thermettes, welding plants, portable forges and open incinerators.  Permits are not required for gas barbeques and properly constructed back yard incinerators which have approved spark arrestors fitted.

Before the lighting of any fire, an application for a permit needs to be made at the Carterton District Council Office during normal office hours (8.30 am to 4.30 pm).  A council officer will inspect the site before issuing a permit.  There is no charge for fire permits. For further information please contact:

Garry Baker
06 379 4039 or 027 280 6281

Melvin Pike
027 444 7416.
Rates Installment 3 – Ratepayers will have received their third Rates Installment for this financial year.  To avoid a penalty, please pay this instalment by 20 February 2010.
Long Grass - With the warmer temperatures and recent rains the grass is growing well.  Property owners are reminded that long grass becomes a fire hazard during the summer months.  If you have an empty section or your property has long grass on it, please have it mowed before it becomes a problem.

Funding for Insulation & Clean, Efficient Heating – EECA (Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority) is a Government organisation designed to encourage, support and promote energy efficiency.  In July 2009 it launched its “Warm Up New Zealand Heat Smart” programme.  The programme is designed to enhance energy efficiency in over 180,000 Kiwi homes by providing funds to improve the insulation for both ceiling and underfloor insulation.  It also provides some funding towards ‘clean’ efficient heating.  To qualify you must own your own home which must have been built before 1 January 2000. (After January 2000 insulating ceiling and underfloors became a requirement when building a new home).  To find out further information and to see if you are eligible and which service providers are in your area, go to www.energywise.govt.nz/funding-available .
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