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Council Snippets

November 2009

New Staff Member – When you come to the Council office you will see a new smiling face.  Sue Fleet commenced working with us recently as Rates and Revenue Officer.  Sue previously worked in this role for the Wellington City Council.  Sue will be able to help with all your rates and water billing enquiries.
Rates Installment 2 – Ratepayers will have received their second Rates Installment.  To avoid a penalty, please pay this instalment by 20 November 2009.
Are You Behind in Your Rates? – Ratepayers who are behind in their rates will have received or are about to receive a letter from Council about getting their rates up-to-date.  If you are unable to pay your arrears in full, please don’t ignore our letter, come into the office and see Sue Fleet about entering an arrangement to pay them off, alternatively you can contact her on 379 4042.  Failure to contact Council will result in us contacting your mortgagee if you have one or sending your rate arrears to a debt collection agency.
Long Grass - With the warmer temperatures and recent rains the grass is growing well.  Property owners are reminded that long grass becomes a fire hazard during the summer months.  If you have an empty section or your property has long grass on it, please have it mowed before it becomes a problem.

Water Leaks - They Waste Our Water and Cost You Money – Council continues to be surprised at the number of properties which have developed leaks since the previous water meter reading.  We recommend that you monitor your water use yourself. Below is how to read your meter.
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A leak on your property can waste thousands of litres of water over time at considerable cost to you.  To check for leaks - turn off all household appliances and taps, then note down the meter reading.  Leave for as long as possible (overnight is best) and then read the meter again.  If the reading has changed and the dials shown at Arrows 2 and 3 of the picture are going around, then you have a leak on your property. You will need to call a plumber to save money and reduce water wastage.  A cubic metre equals 1,000 litres or 220 gallons.  Residential water meters will be read in December and June of each year.
Resurfacing of the Main Road – The major works through the centre of town are now complete with the recent resurfacing of High Street.  Council would like to thank the retailers and the public for their tolerance.  The new planter islands will have flowers in them shortly and the hanging baskets will be back up before Christmas.
Draft Library Strategy – The Draft Strategic Plan for the public library is now open for public submission.  A copy of this Plan can be viewed at any of the Wairarapa Library Service libraries or at the Carterton District Council or South Wairarapa District Council Offices.  The Plan can also be viewed on the Wairarapa Library Service website www.wls.org.nz or a copy can be obtained from Ewan Hyde at ewan@cdc.govt.nz.  Submissions close very soon on Friday 14 November 2009 at 4.30 pm.  Submissions can be dropped in to any Library or a Council office. 
Staff Awards - Three Council staff received awards recently from the Wairarapa Workforce Development Trust to recognise the formal workplace training they have completed.  They were Robert Stannard for the completion of his Plumbing & Gas Fitting apprenticeship; Selwyn Osborne for the completion of the Wastewater Reticulation Certificate; and Kelly King for the completion of her Horticulture and Nursery Production Certificate.  Kelly was also recognised as runner-up in the Apprentice of the Year award.   Council congratulates these staff on their achievements.
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Pictured: Kelly, Selwyn, and Robert
Building Accreditation

The Building Act now requires a Council to be accredited in order to process applications for building consents. This Council was the first Wairarapa council to be accredited under the new system in March 2008, and we have now passed a further re-assessment which will be valid for another two years. The downside is that meeting these legislative requirements creates further expense for ratepayers.
Building Consents Approved Before Christmas

If you are proposing building work for the Christmas holiday period please ensure your consent application is with the Council by 27 November 2009. Whilst Council will endeavour to approve applications before Christmas, this cannot be guaranteed if applications are received after this late November date.

Carrington Park

The new Viking boat has been installed in Carrington Park and the surrounding play area has been tidied up and is already being used by many of the young children. We are now working on installing a skate bowl at the eastern end of the existing skating ramps. This bowl will provide a more challenging area for the many skate boarders of the town. For the many people who have enquired about the large swings being removed from the park, please don’t worry as these are going to be installed in a more suitable position.
Housing for the Elderly

The Council has two single pensioner units available for rent in Dudson Place. If you are 65 plus and fit the criteria, you may be eligible. Come in and check at the Council for entry criteria and an application form.
www.cartertondc.co.nz
Arrow 1 – Depicts water used in cubic metres. White numbers on the black background.  This is the reading that the bill is based on.  


Arrow 2 – This dial goes around whenever the water is flowing through the meter.  If it is going around when all household appliances and taps are turned off you probably have a leak.


Arrow 3 – Depicts water used in parts of a cubic metre. White numbers on the red background.  Use these numbers to track daily use.











