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· Water Supply Improvements – Council will shortly be making further improvements to the town water supply system by installing UV treatment units at both the Kaipaitangata and Lincoln Road water treatment plants.  UV (ultraviolet light) has become widely accepted as an alternative to chemicals for water disinfection.  UV disinfection is a completely clean technology that is harmless to humans, animals and aquatic life.  It is highly effective at permanently destroying virtually all microorganisms, including those resistant to chlorine such as Cryptosporidium.  
Installation of these units will enable the water supply to meet the latest drinking water standards. This work will cost approximately $400,000 and the Council has obtained a subsidy from government towards this cost. 
· High St Resurfacing – The main road in the centre of town between Pembroke St and the new roundabout will be resurfaced in mid-October.   This work will be carried out by Futon Hogan on behalf of the NZ Transport Agency.  This resurfacing will complement the CBD upgrading work undertaken by Council in recent months.  The resurfacing will be undertaken at night to lessen disruption for traffic and local businesses.  Properties in the area will be advised by letter drop before the work commences.
· Paying Rates by Direct Debit – Many ratepayers find it convenient to pay their rates by either fortnightly, monthly, or quarterly direct debit from their bank account.  If you are interested, direct debit forms can be obtained from the Council Office, downloaded from Council’s website www.cartertondc.co.nz/publicrates, then scroll down to Rates Easy Pay or email rates@cdc.govt.nz for a form to be sent to you. 
· Rate Rebates – A reminder of the rates rebate scheme for those on low incomes.  The maximum rebate is currently $550 and the income abatement threshold $21,910.   However if your income exceeds this amount you could still be entitled to a rebate depending on the total cost of your rates and the number of dependents you have.  For more information see www.ratesrebate.govt.nz or call into the Council office for assistance. 
· Carterton Holiday Park in Belvedere Road – The Council-owned Holiday Park is a 4 Star Plus facility and ideal for your friends and family to stay when visiting the area.  Bookings can be made by phoning the Park Managers, Pete and Di on 379 8267.
· Are you contemplating a building project? - Recent amendments to the Building Act have reduced the works that requires a building consent.  However, the majority of building work still requires a building consent, and sometimes a resource consent will also be required.

While DIY is still acceptable, the complexities of design for even the smallest jobs are sometimes too great for the average homeowner to do the application justice, and this can cause problems and holdups for both council and client.

If you are thinking of building, it is preferable that you come in and talk to us; in order that we can advise on what information and plans must accompany the consent application, rather than submitting an incomplete application.  Generally it’s the detail that gets missed and this can get frustrating, especially as people often think that they can start work immediately after the 20 day period given under the legislation for councils to approve a consent ends.  However, the clock stops until all necessary information is supplied.  The obligation is on the owner/applicant to get it right first time.
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