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Council Snippets

February 2011
Charles Rooking Carter Civic Awards – Do you know of a deserving volunteer who should be acknowledged for their service to the Carterton community or a person, organisation or business that should be acknowledged for their outstanding national or international success?  If the answer is yes, then lodge a nomination for a Charles Rooking Carter Voluntary Community Service Award or an Achievers Award.  Nomination forms are available from the Council Office and close on 25 February 2011.

Carterton And Districts Returned And Services Memorial Trust - Applications are currently being invited from residents of the Carterton District who require assistance to meet expenses related to their tertiary education.  Direct descendents of veterans and servicemen will be given preference.  Applications are available from the Council office and close on 25 February 2011.

Carterton Events Centre – Construction of the Events Centre in Holloway St is progressing well and is on schedule.  The foundations are now complete and the building will be taking shape over the next few weeks as the walls and roof go up.  The 130 year old library building is being completely refurbished as part of the project as is the former Scouts hall which will then become a venue for a variety of youth activities.  The Centre is scheduled to be completed in September.
Rating Review – The Council is carrying out a review of its rating policies.  This review is concentrating on the general rate as there a number of issues and concerns about the way this rate is currently distributed over ratepayers.  A number of ratepayers took the opportunity to give Council their thoughts in an informal initial submission process recently.  Council has considered these submissions and a number of other matters.  It is endeavouring to come up with a fairer and more justifiable basis for the general rate.  Two options have now been identified for a more comprehensive public consultation process over the next two months.
A Walking and Cycling Strategy for Carterton – Work started late last year on preparation of a walking and cycling strategy for Carterton.  A background report outlines matters that the strategy might cover - this report is available from Council or on www.cartertondc.co.nz  Any views you may have are welcome, preferably in writing to the Council office or info@cdc.govt.nz 
Almost all of us walk in public places (such as streets or parks) every day.  The town’s well-being can depend on how easy it is to walk about.  Schools where children walk or cycle help avoid traffic congestion near the entrance, and children pick up road safety skills.  Cycle tourists spend money, and thus help the local economy.  More walking and cycling mean less health problems, as well as having environmental benefits.  

Route networks and special facilities (like cycle lanes) may be useful in some circumstances (especially on busier roads), but often it is best to manage traffic speeds and other aspects.  Education messages and promotional initiatives, for example through schools or the Wairarapa Road Safety Council, are also very important.

Enquiries can be made to Kereana Sims at Council (379 4030 or Kereana.sims@cdc.govt.nz) or to local urban and transport planning consultant Roger Boulter (379 8909 or roger@boulter.co.nz )
Restricted Fire Season – A Restricted Fire Season on the lighting of fires in the open within the Wairarapa Rural Fire District is currently in place.  A permit is required for campfires, bonfires, rubbish fires, wood fired barbeques, braziers, fireworks, thermettes, welding plants, portable forges and open incinerators.  Permits are not required for gas barbeques and properly constructed back yard incinerators which have approved spark arrestors fitted.

Before the lighting of any fire, an application for a permit needs to be made at the Carterton District Council Office during office open hours (8.30 am to 4.30 pm).  A council officer will inspect the site before issuing a permit.  There is no charge for fire permits.  For further information please contact:

Garry Baker
06 379 4039 or 027 280 6281

Melvin Pike
027 444 7416.
Rates Installment 3 – Ratepayers will have received their third Rates Installment for this financial year.  To avoid a penalty, this installment needs to be paid by 20 February 2011.
Library Book Return Drop-Off Box – A drop-off bin for returning library books has been installed on the footpath in front of the temporary library premises in Holloway Street to allow users to return their books when the library is closed.
Water, How Hot is too Hot - In many New Zealand homes, the most dangerous liquid is in the bathroom and kitchen taps. Luckily, as far as home hazards go, it’s also one of the easiest to fix.

Around 40% of our homes have dangerously hot water, which means there are many accidents waiting to happen from hot water burns. The ideal temperature for water is 55 degrees Celsius when it comes out of the tap, but 60 degrees in your cylinder. It needs to be at least 60 degrees in the cylinder to keep bacteria from growing, which could make you sick.

A tempering valve on your hot water system adjusts the temperature so that while the water in your tank is hot enough to stop harmful bacteria, it’s cool enough not to scald you or your children when it comes out the tap.

If you think your water is too hot, you probably need to adjust your tempering valve rather than turning down your hot water cylinder’s thermostat.

The safest way to do that is to get in a registered plumber to check your system. They can tell you about other hot water safety measures too, such as temperature shut-off devices, programmable temperature controls, and adding a tempering valve if your system doesn’t have one.
It’s an easy step to take and sure beats the alternative of being injured!  Children are particularly susceptible to scalds because their skin burns faster than adults.  Each year the equivalent of two classrooms of children are hospitalised in New Zealand from hot water burns, burns that could have been easily avoided.
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